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Global Economic Overview: Structural Shifts

Key Points:

= Post-COVID Recovery:
Global economic growth slowing but stabilizing after pandemic-driven volatility.

= Supply Chain Realignments:
Ongoing efforts to strengthen global supply chains after disruptions in 2020-2022.

= Sustainability and Climate Change:

Global push toward green economies influencing industrial policies and
economic strategies.




Energz Markets and Global Transitions

Key Points:

" Energy Transition:
Shifting focus from fossil fuels to renewable energy, influencing
the global energy landscape.

= Technological Advances:
in energy storage, grid infrastructure, and alternative energy sources
(solar, wind, hydrogen).

= Middle East Response:
The Gulf countries, traditionally dependent on oil, are investing heavily
in renewable energy (e.g., Saudi Arabia’s NEOM project and UAE’s
renewable energy initiatives).




Digital Transformation and the Global Economy

Key Points:

= Acceleration of Digitalization:

The pandemic triggered rapid adoption of digital solutions across industtries,
which had lasting effects on productivity and business models.

= Artificial Intelligence and Automation:
Transforming sectors like manufacturing, logistics, and financial services.

= Global Talent Mobility:

As digital economies evolve, the movement of skilled labour across borders
will reshape labour markets.




The Middle East’s Digital Economy

Key Points:

" Tech Hubs Emerging:
UAE and Saudi Arabia are becoming regional tech leaders,
promoting fintech, Al, and blockchain technologies.

= Government Initiatives:
National programs to foster innovation, entrepreneurship, and digital
transformation, including regulatory reforms to attract foreign investments.

= Youth-Driven Economy:
The region's young population is adopting digital solutions quickly,
pushing the demand for tech services.




Climate Change and Economic Impacts

Key Points:

= Global Climate Policies:
Increasing focus on reducing carbon emissions and transitioning
to greener economies.

= Economic Impacts:
Businesses and industries face pressure to innovate and adopt sustainable
practices, influencing global competitiveness.

= Middle East Challenges:
The region 1s particularly vulnerable to climate change, with rising
temperatures and water scarcity posing significant economic and social risks.




Middle East’s Role in the Global Energy Transition

Key Points:

= Diversification Efforts:

Middle Eastern oil producers investing in renewable energy projects to
tuture-proof their economies.

= Green Hydrogen:
Countries like Saudi Arabia and UAE are exploring green hydrogen as a new
energy source to export to global markets.

= Energy Efficiency and Technology:
Investment in energy-efficient technologies and digitalization of the energy
sector to optimize resources and cut emissions.




Global Trade Realignments

Key Points:

" Reshoring and Nearshoring:
Companies are diversifying their supply chains, reducing dependency on
single-source countries like China.

= Regional Trade Agreements:
Emerging trade pacts, such as the African Continental Free Trade Agreement
(AfCEFTA), could redefine global trade routes and partnerships.

=  Middle East as a Trade Hub:

Gulf countries are strengthening their role as logistics and trade centres, with
major investments in ports, free zones, and logistics infrastructure.




Long—Term Outlook for the Middle East

Key Points:

=  Economic Diversification:
Ongoing efforts to reduce oil reliance by investing in tourism, tech,
and manufacturing sectors.

= Private Sector Growth:
Reforms aimed at boosting the private sector, attracting foreign
investment, and creating jobs.

= Education and Skill Development:
Investment in human capital, focusing on education and training to
prepare the workforce for the knowledge economy.




Conclusion & Key Takeaways

Summary:

" The “global economy” is undergoing significant structural changes,
with digital transformation and the energy transition at the forefront.

" The “Middle East” is poised to capitalize on these shifts through
diversification, digitalization, and investment in renewables.

"  “Challenges remain”, particularly around climate change, supply chain
realignments, and adapting to a rapidly changing global landscape.
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